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Must-See TV was a cultural phenomenon that dominated television in the
1980s and 1990s. Every Thursday night, millions of Americans tuned in to
NBC to watch a lineup of must-see comedies that defined an era: The
Cosby Show, Family Ties, Cheers, Seinfeld, Friends, and ER. These shows
were not just popular; they were cultural touchstones that shaped the way
we talk, think, and live.

But how did Must-See TV come to be? And why did it eventually decline?
In his new book, Inside the Rise and Fall of Must-See TV, author Michael
Katz tells the inside story of this groundbreaking era in television history.

Katz, a former NBC executive, has interviewed dozens of key players
involved in Must-See TV, including Brandon Tartikoff, the legendary NBC
programming chief who created the lineup; Marcy Carsey and Tom Werner,

FREE

https://story.impergar.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Ikc3YUtOXC9HcG5yUUp1VEVkbkJscWRhSSt5RWNCOW9xQTB6WU5WRW10ZGV0cFc4Z1pSY0ZaOTJBQW5YaG9IcHpLSm1qUHNQSFUzVEtSRXVZQVlMWVlPdTdxcmZ6akJmRDc4Zk1hcThMMjhrXC90NmxcL1o0SkZvXC9UZGlESmlRTWZkZHpTV0N5VHhGODNqcDNqR3N3bUZiOGtmU21GOEUyTlpRT1dJSjBESVFnMVRLYkxYTTM5QnYzczZtNGRaWW5iY0MiLCJpdiI6ImI5ZjE3YjA5ZDdlNWUyNTUzZjM5NmVjOWYzNmFiNWMzIiwicyI6ImUwY2U0ODY2MjJhZjc5NmQifQ%3D%3D
https://story.impergar.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlwvQ0FPNFVXMUw4RStFMTQyS05CM2tZdnRIUkNONm9reFRCcWd3R2g2WTFVWEdxMVNvSlZBaytLSTgwd3l6T2tIb1lwNFFrZDZRQkVjWnhYQ1lkT1FwY3BXVVh0TUhMb1wvM0dYMFFWbGxCY1FLVkRxNVwvWTV4OXNDbmFOc1RLRVVLTzlDdnd5bW9meDNNZW9Tais4YW1ENnlsNTBxYUZhMDZSS216TUFXUWZSeFIySXlaR0dkbUVSM2E4TjRnb3F0dCIsIml2IjoiZTcwYjM3MGE4MGI5NWUzZmVlOGMwYmQ3YWExYmJmODQiLCJzIjoiYzA3YzcxOTk2ODRjMzAxZSJ9
https://story.impergar.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IjhKYWhcLzFEUkdGTGlcL0NOXC9qbzFVXC8zNjRjQ0VvWUFaUG02a0RNdFR1R0RiVXNZY3c4dTJSc2pvUXJERHR3OXhsQ0czQXVLOGhcL1BNM05nWmdIWmo3T3o0ZFlsMHBDSnozWG5jK0hsRUhLdVR6Mk9mZkJFVk80UGFEXC9QQTVxeFZWQkJydW9wRFwvUVJcLzBhYjhxanllXC9WYVgrY2xCSVNmWjZpWGhIdXZYUDhBdDM0cGQxZHRKTjZSYnArY1wvZGJ6ZUQiLCJpdiI6ImFjODc3ZTIxM2JhNDY3MWQ0MWM4YjM0YzA5OTAzNDZiIiwicyI6IjdkNjM1NjY5MjM3MjA4OTYifQ%3D%3D


the producers behind The Cosby Show and Roseanne; and Jerry Seinfeld,
Julia Louis-Dreyfus, and Jason Alexander, the stars of Seinfeld.

The Rise of Must-See TV

Must-See TV was born out of a combination of factors:

1. The rise of cable TV. In the early 1980s, cable TV was starting to take
off, and NBC was losing viewers to cable networks like MTV and CNN.
Tartikoff realized that he needed to create a lineup of shows that would
keep viewers from switching channels.

2. The success of The Cosby Show. In 1984, NBC launched The
Cosby Show, a sitcom about an upper-middle-class African American
family. The show was an instant hit, and it helped to change the face of
American television.

3. Tartikoff's programming genius. Tartikoff was a brilliant programmer
who had a knack for spotting hits. He knew that viewers wanted to
watch shows that were funny, heartwarming, and relatable. And he
knew how to create a lineup of shows that would complement each
other.



By the late 1980s, Must-See TV was a phenomenon. NBC was dominating
the ratings, and its shows were being talked about everywhere. Must-See
TV was more than just a lineup of shows; it was a cultural event.

The Fall of Must-See TV

But Must-See TV's reign at the top didn't last forever. In the early 1990s,
several factors led to its decline:

1. The rise of Fox. In 1986, Fox Broadcasting Company launched as the
fourth major television network. Fox targeted a younger audience than
NBC, and its shows were often more edgy and controversial.

2. The departure of Tartikoff. In 1991, Tartikoff left NBC to become the
head of Paramount Pictures. Without his leadership, NBC's
programming lineup began to falter.
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3. The aging of Must-See TV's stars. The stars of Must-See TV's
shows were getting older, and their shows were starting to feel dated.

By the mid-1990s, Must-See TV was over. NBC's ratings had declined, and
its shows were no longer the cultural touchstones they once were.

The Legacy of Must-See TV

Even though Must-See TV is gone, its legacy lives on. The shows that
aired during that era remain some of the most popular and beloved sitcoms
of all time. And the lessons that Tartikoff learned about programming
continue to be used by television executives today.

Katz's book, Inside the Rise and Fall of Must-See TV, is a fascinating and
insightful look at one of the most important eras in television history. It's a
must-read for anyone who loves television or who wants to learn more
about the business of show business.

Free Download your copy of Inside the Rise and Fall of Must-See TV
today!

Buy now on Our Book Library
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