
Nellie Bly and Elizabeth Bisland: The History-
Making Race Around the World
In the annals of journalism and adventure, the story of Nellie Bly and
Elizabeth Bisland's race around the world in 1889 stands as a testament to
the indomitable spirit of women and the transformative power of
determination. These two pioneering journalists set out to circumnavigate
the globe in less than 80 days, inspiring countless women and challenging
societal norms along the way.

Nellie Bly: Born Elizabeth Cochrane in 1864, Nellie Bly was a fearless
reporter known for her groundbreaking investigative journalism. Her exposé
on the inhumane conditions at a women's asylum had a profound impact
on mental health reform.

Elizabeth Bisland: A renowned travel writer and editor, Elizabeth Bisland
had already circumnavigated the globe twice before her race with Bly. She
was known for her vivid descriptions and her ability to capture the essence
of different cultures.
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In 1889, Jules Verne's novel "Around the World in Eighty Days" captivated
the public's imagination. Inspired by the fictional tale, the New York World
and the Cosmopolitan magazine launched a daring competition: a race
around the world with a prize of $20,000 (equivalent to over $600,000
today).

Bly and Bisland eagerly accepted the challenge, determined to prove that
women were just as capable as men when it came to adventure and
exploration.

On November 14, 1889, Bly and Bisland set off from New York City on
separate routes. Bly traveled eastward via Europe and the Suez Canal,
while Bisland took the westward route across the United States and Asia.

Their journey was fraught with challenges and obstacles. Bly faced delays,
robberies, and even arrests. Bisland encountered language barriers,
cultural misunderstandings, and treacherous terrain. Yet, they persevered,
driven by their determination and the support of their respective
publications.

On January 25, 1890, Nellie Bly arrived in New York City, completing the
journey in 72 days, 6 hours, and 11 minutes, breaking the fictional record
set by Verne's protagonist Phileas Fogg. Elizabeth Bisland arrived three
days later, in 76 days, 8 hours, and 26 minutes.

Their achievement shattered stereotypes and redefined the role of women
in society. It demonstrated that women were capable of great feats of
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physical and intellectual endurance, inspiring countless others to pursue
their dreams.

The race around the world not only made Nellie Bly and Elizabeth Bisland
famous but also had a lasting impact on journalism. Their groundbreaking
reporting and vivid accounts of their travels raised awareness about
different cultures and fostered international understanding.

Today, their story continues to inspire women and girls around the world to
break down barriers, embrace adventure, and strive for excellence.

Nellie Bly and Elizabeth Bisland's race around the world was a pivotal
moment in history, showcasing the power of female determination and the
transformative nature of adventure. Their legacy continues to inspire and
empower women today, proving that with courage, resilience, and a belief
in oneself, anything is possible.
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Unveiling the Beauty and History of the Medici
Iris: A Literary Journey with Iris Max Medford
In the realm of art, history, and horticulture, the Medici Iris stands as a
testament to the enduring power of beauty and the intricate
connections...

Improving Gut Health in Poultry: Unlocking the
Path to Enhanced Production Efficiency
In the ever-evolving field of agricultural science, the well-being of our
feathered companions holds paramount importance. Poultry, a vital
component of our...
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