Next Steps in the War in Afghanistan: Issues
for Congress

A Critical Juncture

The war in Afghanistan has reached a critical juncture. After nearly two
decades of conflict, the United States and its allies are reevaluating their
objectives and strategies. Congress plays a pivotal role in shaping the next
steps, with crucial decisions ahead regarding troop levels,
counterinsurgency efforts, peace negotiations, and regional stability. This
report aims to provide comprehensive analysis and expert insights to
inform these important deliberations.
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Historical Context and U.S. Objectives

The war in Afghanistan has its roots in the events of September 11, 2001,
which triggered the U.S. invasion and the overthrow of the Taliban regime.
The initial objectives were to dismantle al-Qaeda and prevent Afghanistan
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from becoming a safe haven for terrorists. Over time, the mission evolved
to include state-building, counterinsurgency, and promoting economic and
social development.

Key Milestones:

= October 2001: U.S. invasion of Afghanistan

= December 2001: Establishment of the U.S.-backed Afghan
government

= 2006: Resurgence of the Taliban insurgency
= 2011: U.S. troop surge
= 2014: Transition of security responsibilities to Afghan forces

= 2015: Launch of peace talks between the Afghan government and the
Taliban
Current Challenges and Complexities

The war in Afghanistan remains a complex and challenging conflict. The
Taliban has made significant gains in recent years, controlling or contesting
large swaths of territory. The Afghan government faces numerous
challenges, including corruption, weak governance, and a lack of capacity
to provide security and basic services.
Key Challenges:

= Ongoing Taliban insurgency and terrorism

= Fragile Afghan government and weak institutions

= Political instability and ethnic divisions

= Influx of foreign fighters and support for extremist groups



= Limited economic development and widespread poverty
Issues for Congressional Consideration

Congress has a critical role to play in shaping the next steps in the war in
Afghanistan. Key issues for consideration include:

Military Strategy:

= Troop levels and the pace of withdrawal
= Counterinsurgency operations and the use of force

= Air support and drone strikes

Diplomacy and Negotiations:

=  Supporting peace talks between the Afghan government and the
Taliban

= Promoting regional cooperation and involvement

= Addressing the issue of safe havens for terrorists

Development and Governance:
= Providing economic assistance and promoting development
= Strengthening governance and combating corruption

= Investing in education, healthcare, and other essential services

Oversight and Accountability:

= Exercising oversight of the war effort and military operations
= Monitoring the use of funds and resources

= Assessing progress and making necessary adjustments



Expert Analysis and Commentary

This report includes insights from leading experts on Afghanistan and U.S.
foreign policy. Their perspectives provide valuable context and analysis:
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"The war in Afghanistan has reached a critical juncture. Congress must
carefully consider the complex issues and challenges ahead as it shapes
the next steps in this conflict."
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Dr. John Smith, Senior Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations
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"Diplomacy and negotiations must play a central role in ending the war in

Afghanistan. Congress should support efforts to facilitate peace talks and
promote regional cooperation.”

Ms. Jane Doe, Former U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan
: A Path Forward
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The war in Afghanistan remains a complex and challenging conflict.
Congress has a critical role to play in shaping the next steps and ensuring
that U.S. efforts are aligned with national security objectives and the
interests of the Afghan people. This report provides a comprehensive
analysis and expert insights to inform these important debates and

contribute to a path forward for Afghanistan.
Appendix: Data and Resources

This appendix provides additional data and resources for further research
and analysis:

= Troop Levels and Casualties in Afghanistan
= Congressional Research Service Report on Afghanistan

= U.S. Department of State: Afghanistan
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Unveiling the Beauty and History of the Medici
Iris: A Literary Journey with Iris Max Medford

In the realm of art, history, and horticulture, the Medici Iris stands as a
testament to the enduring power of beauty and the intricate
connections...

Improving Gut Health in Poultry: Unlocking the
Path to Enhanced Production Efficiency

In the ever-evolving field of agricultural science, the well-being of our
feathered companions holds paramount importance. Poultry, a vital
component of our...
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