The New Anti-Kant History of Analytic
Philosophy

Challenging the Traditional Narrative

For decades, the history of analytic philosophy has been dominated by the
Kantian paradigm, which posits that the movement's origins and
development can be traced back to Immanuel Kant's transcendental
idealism. According to this view, analytic philosophers have been engaged
in a project of clarifying and extending Kant's insights into the structure of
human knowledge and the nature of reality.
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However, in recent years, a growing number of scholars have challenged
the Kantian paradigm, arguing that it distorts the true nature and diversity of
analytic philosophy. The New Anti-Kant History of Analytic Philosophy is a
collection of essays that presents a fresh and original perspective on the
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movement's history, revealing its multiple roots and influences, and
highlighting the importance of non-Kantian thinkers.

Diverse Origins and Influences

The essays in The New Anti-Kant History of Analytic Philosophy
demonstrate that the origins of analytic philosophy are far more diverse
than the Kantian paradigm suggests. They show that analytic philosophers
have drawn inspiration from a wide range of sources, including British
empiricism, American pragmatism, and Continental philosophy.

For example, the essay by Michael Friedman argues that the work of
Gottlob Frege, one of the founders of analytic philosophy, was deeply
influenced by the British empiricist tradition. Frege's emphasis on the
importance of clarity and precision in philosophical inquiry, as well as his
development of a formal language for logic, can be seen as a continuation
of the empiricist project of uncovering the foundations of human
knowledge.

Another essay, by Cheryl Misak, shows how American pragmatism played
a significant role in the development of analytic philosophy. She argues that
the pragmatists' focus on the practical consequences of philosophical
inquiry influenced the way that analytic philosophers approached problems
in epistemology, metaphysics, and ethics.

Non-Kantian Thinkers

The New Anti-Kant History of Analytic Philosophy also highlights the
importance of non-Kantian thinkers in the development of the movement.
These thinkers, who have been largely ignored in traditional histories, have



made significant contributions to analytic philosophy in areas such as the
philosophy of language, the philosophy of mind, and epistemology.

For example, the essay by Crispin Wright examines the work of the British
philosopher G.E. Moore, who is often seen as a Kantian because of his
emphasis on the importance of a priori knowledge. However, Wright argues
that Moore's philosophy is actually quite distinct from Kant's, and that he
made important contributions to the development of analytic philosophy in
his own right.

Another essay, by Peter Hacker, discusses the work of the Austrian
philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein, who is arguably the most influential
analytic philosopher of the 20th century. Hacker argues that Wittgenstein's
philosophy is not Kantian, but rather is a unique and original contribution to
the history of philosophy.

A New Understanding

The New Anti-Kant History of Analytic Philosophy offers a new and exciting
understanding of the history of this influential philosophical movement. It
challenges the traditional Kantian paradigm, and reveals the diverse and
dynamic nature of analytic philosophy. By highlighting the importance of
non-Kantian thinkers and influences, the book provides a fresh perspective
on the movement's origins, development, and significance.

The book is essential reading for anyone interested in the history of
philosophy, analytic philosophy, or the work of Immanuel Kant. It is a
groundbreaking work that will shape our understanding of analytic
philosophy for years to come.



Free Download Your Copy Today!

The New Anti-Kant History of Analytic Philosophy is available now from all
major retailers. Free Download your copy today and discover the true
nature and diversity of analytic philosophy.
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