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Tinseltown and the world of espionage have long been intertwined, with
Hollywood serving as a fertile ground for covert operations and the CIA
using the entertainment industry to further its missions. In his captivating
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book "The CIA in Hollywood: How the Agency Shapes the Movies," veteran
journalist John Weisman delves into this fascinating yet often hidden
relationship, shedding light on the shadowy world where spies and stars

collide.
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A Historical Perspective

The origins of the CIA's involvement in Hollywood can be traced back to
the Cold War era. As the U.S. sought to counter the Soviet Union's
propaganda machine, the CIA recognized the power of movies to influence
public opinion and spread its message. The agency established a secret
office in Los Angeles to cultivate relationships with movie studios,
screenwriters, and actors.

This collaboration resulted in a number of films that subtly promoted
American ideals and values. For example, the 1959 classic "North by
Northwest" features a scene where the protagonist is instructed by a CIA
agent to carry a message to the American ambassador. The film depicts
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the CIA as a heroic and resourceful organization, furthering its reputation
among the American public.

Influence on Movie Content

The CIA's influence on Hollywood extended beyond overt propaganda. The
agency also exerted pressure on studios to avoid portraying the CIA or its
operations in a negative light. As a result, many movies avoided depicting
the CIA's darker activities, such as torture and assassinations.

Weisman provides numerous examples of the CIA's influence on movie
content. In one instance, the agency demanded that a scene in the 1981
film "Absence of Malice" be cut, as it portrayed the CIA as involved in illegal
domestic surveillance. In another example, the CIA reportedly convinced
the producers of the 1992 film "Patriot Games" to remove a line of dialogue
that referred to the CIA's use of torture.

Covert Operations and Star Power

While the CIA's relationship with Hollywood was primarily focused on
shaping movie content, it also extended to covert operations. Weisman
reveals that the CIA has used actors and actresses to gather intelligence,
recruit agents, and even participate in paramilitary missions.

One of the most famous examples is the case of Errol Flynn, the legendary
Hollywood swashbuckler. According to Weisman, Flynn was a CIA
operative during World War 11, using his charisma and connections to
infiltrate Nazi circles. Another example is Ingrid Bergman, the Swedish
actress who reportedly helped the CIA rescue American pilots downed
during the Cold War.



The CIA Today: Maintaining the Connection

Despite the end of the Cold War, the CIA's relationship with Hollywood
continues to endure. The agency recognizes the ongoing importance of the
entertainment industry in shaping public opinion and promoting American
values.

Today, the CIA maintains offices in Hollywood, where it cultivates
relationships with producers, directors, and writers. The agency also
provides advice and assistance to filmmakers who want to portray the CIA
realistically in their films.

"The CIA in Hollywood" is a captivating and thought-provoking account of
the hidden relationship between the world of espionage and the
entertainment industry. Drawing on extensive research and interviews,
John Weisman exposes the CIA's subtle yet pervasive influence on movie
content and its covert operations involving Hollywood stars.

This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of the CIA, the
power of propaganda, and the enduring allure of movies. It uncovers a
world where reality and fiction intertwine, where spies and stars play a
complex game of espionage and entertainment.
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